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LETTER,  e^. 

IN  Anfverto  yours,  wherein  youdefireto  know 
the  Reafons    which    prevail  with   the  Whi^s 
fox  Altering  the  Law  for  TrUmid  Parliaments' 

I  J"  m/^  Aft  which  was  made  in  the  5th  of  Kine 
Wtlham  III.  confifts  of  two  Parts :  The  firft  is  Thaf 
aParhammJ^ou^d  be  held  o.ce,  at  le.fi,  .„  Thre)  Years, 
Three  rtrs  "'  ^^'^'''"''»' fl""''^   '^"minue   ^bove 

The  Whigs  arc  Co  far  from  having  any  Deflen  to 

willmgly  come  into  any  efFecliial  Meafures,  for  hold- 

ng  a  Parliament  annually,  tho'  the  King  fliou'd  net 

i'<^;°  g»!:e  His  Commands  for  it  -,    fo  that  the  onhr 

Subjed  of  Debate  is,  Whether  at  his  jlllT^heJe 

LitWy  from  Three  Tears  to  Seven  ?  ■' 

The  better  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  this  Matter 


Out 


Our  Anceftors  before  they  tranfplanted  thcmrdves 
to  this  Ifland,  did  nothing  of  Moment,  but  by  the 
Advice  of  all  the  Free-men  7  De  majorlhus  omnes^  was, 
as  Tacitus  obferves,  the  conftant  Rule  with  them  i 
and  after  they  were  fettl'd  here,  all  who  held  by 
fuch  a  Tenure  met  in  the  Great  Council  \  fo  that 
the  fame  Perfons  were  of  it  during  Life  ;  and  this 
Cuftom  laftcd  'till  after  the  Conqueft  \  and  in  Ed- 
ward  the  3d's  Time,  when  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
People  were  chofen,  it  was,  indeed,  enacted,  That  a 
Parliament  Jhoud  be  held  once  a  Tear^  or  oftner  if  need 
were  '-,  yet  it  does  not  appear  by  any  Records  now 
extant,  that  a  Parliament  might  not  continue  above 
a  Year,  or  as  long  as  the  King  pleas'd.  So  that  if 
there  were  then  frequently  new  Parliaments  ,  it 
cou'd  not  be  faid  to  be  by  the  Law  *,  becaufe  it 
purely  depended  on  the  King's  Pleafure,  who  did 
it  for  the  fame  Reafon,  as  he  let  the  Members  go 
Home  after  a  few  Days  Sitting,  when  they  had  agreed 
to  the  Heads  of  the  Laws  they  pafs'd  *,  the  Judges  af- 
terwards drawing  them  up  in  Form.  And  fo  the 
Law  flood  'till  the  6th  of  King  William  III. 

'Tis  true,  the  \6th  of  Charles  L  for  preventing 
the  Inconveniences  happening  by  the  long  Intcrmiffion  of 
Parliaments^  not  only  enafts,  That  if  any  Parlia- 
ment, by  Prorogation,  or  Adjournment,  ftou'd  be 
difcontinu'd  above  Three  Years,  it  was  ipfo  faBo  dif- 
folv'd  i  but  takes  efFedual  Care,  that  a  New  One 
(hou'd  be  call'd  and  fit,  in  fpight  of  all  Oppofition 
from  the  Court.  This  Law  was  far  from  defigning, 
as  fome  reprefent  it,  to  have  Triennial  TarliarnentSj 
what  it  had  in  view  was,  The  Obliging  the  King  to 
let  the  Parliament  then  in  Being  to  fit,  fince  if  it 
was  diffolv'd  after  this  manner,  a  New  One  wou'd 
give  him  Caufe  to  repent  it  •,  but  this  Aft  was  ne- 
ver put  in  Execution,  for  the  fame  Parliament  which 
made  it,  did  the  very  fame  Year  virtually  repeal  it, 
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by  a  Law  ,  which  gave  that  Houfe  of  Commons 
Power  to  fit  'till  they  were  dilToly'd  by  Aft  of  Par- 
liament. And  by  the  i6th  of  King  Charles  II.  it  is 
not  only  formally  repealM,  but  it  is  declar'd,  That 
it  is  in  Derogation  of  His  Majefly*s  juft  Rights  and  Pre^ 
rogative  inherent  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this  Realm^ 
for  the  Calling  and  jijfembling  of  Varliaments^  and  may 
be  an  Occafmi  of  manifold  Mifchiefs  and  Inconveniences^ 
and  much  endanger  the  Peace  and  Safety  of  His  Majejly^ 
and  all  His  Liege  People.  And  then  'tis  enaAed^  That 
a  Parliament  Jhall  be  held  at  leafi  ence  tn  Three  Tears  ; 
fo  that  as  far  back  as  we  have  any  Records,  we  pre- 
ferv'd  our  Liberties  without  any  fuch  Law,  as  thus 
breaks  in  upon  the  Conftitution  and  Prerogative,  and 
hinders  the  King  from  being  able,  tho'  it  was  never 
ib  neceflary,  to  continue  a  Parliament  beyond  Three 
Years. 

Tho'  this  A^  pafs'd  under  the  fpecious  Pretence 
of  preferving  our  Liberties,  yet  the  Tories^  who 
were  too  high  Prerogative  Men  to  confent  to  it  ia 
any  other  Reign  than  that  of  King  Wilham\  had 
no  other  View  in  pafling  it,  but  to  diftrefs  the 
Pubiick  Affairs  ^  involve  tbe  People  in  fuch  per- 
petual Feuds,  as  might  make  them  out  of  Love  with 
the  Revolution^  and  give  them  a  Chance  for  a  Refld^ 
ration  \  of  which,  without  fuch  a  Law,  they  de- 
fpair'd. 

There  were  others,  who  came  into  it,  with  a  dif- 
ferent Profpedl  i  They  thought,  Firfij  That  by  fre- 
quent Diflblutions  the  Court  wou'd  have  lefs  Influ- 
ence on  Parliaments,  than  if  they  were  of  a  longer 
Continuance. 

^  Secondly^  That  if  they  defign'd  any  thing  prejudi- 
cial to  the  Pubiick,  they  would  not  have  Time  to 
bring  it  to  Perfedion  before  they  were  diflblv'd. 

Thirdly^  That  the  People  wou'd,  when  a  Parlia- 
oieat  aded  contrary  to  their  IntcrelV,  have  at  Th^-ee 
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Years    End ,    an    Opportunity    of    metiding   their 
Choice. 

Whether  the  Tories  judg'd  not  better  of  the  Hu- 
mours and  Temper  of  the  People,  and  the  Whigs 
reafbn'd,  as  Tz^//y  complains  of  C^r^,  Tanquam  in  TU" 
tonis  moKm'ict  non  tanoj^uam  in  Romuli  face  \  can  only 
be  known,  by  the  Effeds  this  Aft  has  produced. 

As  for  the  good  Effefts  of  it,  I  can  name  none  my 
felf  9  nor  have  ever  met  with  any  that  cou'd  ;  on  the 
contrary  it's  afErmM,  That  'tis  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  this  Law,  That  fo  many  Corporations  are 
beggar'd  -^  the  Bribes  of  Drink  and  Money  (which 
evVy  Eleftion  encreafes)  make  the  Inhabitants  fond 
of  Idlenefs  and  Druakennefs  ,  and  fuch  an  Habit 
once  contracted,  is  not  eafily  remov'd  i  they,  if  the 
Elefted  are  within  due  Dictance,  frequently  get 
Drunk  at  their  Houfes,'  they  deftroy  the  Game,  pilfer, 
fteal,  and  do  any  thing  but  Work,  'till  their  7>/c^- 
nlal  Harveft  comes  about  •,  and  then  they  are  petty 
Princes*,  the  Candidates,  with  their  Friends,  not 
only  courting  them  with  low  Submiffion-,  but  vying 
with  one  another,  who  fhall  give  them  the  largeft 
Tribute.  And  can  any  thing  but  abfolute  NecefTity 
make  thefe  great  Men  ftoop  to  Work  again  ? 

InthisCafe,  'tis  no  wonder,  if  thefe  Parliamentary 
Boroughs  grow  ev'ry  Day  poorer ,  and  lofe  their 
Trade,  while  thofe,  who  have  no  fuch  Privilege 
of  beggaring  themfelves,  as  Leeds^  Hi^lhfaxj  Berming" 
ham^  &c.  thrive,  and  grow  rich. 

How  can  a  Nation  tlourifh,  when  fuch  Numbers 
are  made  worfe  than  ufelefs ?  When  the  Manners  of 
the  People  are  corrupted,  and  they  become  fo  pro- 
Ititute,  that  they  have  no  Regard  to  any  thing  but 
Money  ;  and  are  not  coacern'd  from  whence  that 
comes,  whether  from  this,  or  the  other  Side  of  the 
Water  i  whether  it  is  giv'n  by  Perfons  that  defiga 
to  deftroy,   or  preferve  their  Libe  ities  ? 

Have 
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Have  there  not  been  of  late  Years  frequeftt  Difj 
orders  and  Tumults  in  moft  of  the  Corporations,  to 
the  Subverfion  of  almolt  all  Order  and  Government? 
And  have  not  thefe  been  encourag'd  by  thofe,  who 
fhouM  have  puniQi'd  them  ?  Before  this  Aft,  th^ 
Corporations  were  generally  efteem'd  a  fober,  diP^ 
creet,  virtuous  Sett  of  People  i  But  fince,  what  Vir- 
tue, what  Morals  can  they  pretend  to  ?  Wou'd  not 
a  Stranger  think  they  were  fitter  for  BedUm^  than  to 
choofe  Legiflators  ? 

The  Freeholders^  before  this  Aft,  were  plain, 
honeft  and  well-meaning  People,  and  fteadily  per- 
fii'd,  to  the  belt  of  tlieir  Knowledge,  the  Interelt 
of  their  Country  i  but,  alas  !  how  have  their  ^loral^ 
been  by  Degrees  corrupted  ?  But  how  can  it  well  be 
otherwife,  when  they  are  not  only  fo  frequently 
brib'd,  to  betray  the  higheft  Truft,  but  too  often 
take  falfe  Oaths  upon  fradulent  Conveyances^  &c. 
and  when  there's  fcarce  any  good  Government  ob- 
fervM  in  the  Country  ^  the  Gentlemen,  not  daring  ta 
put  the  Laws  in  Execution  on  the  meaneft  of  their 
own  Side,  tho'  they  opprefs,  and  profecute  with  the 
titmoft  Injuftice  thofe  of  the  other. 

As  for  the  Gentlemen  themfelves,  they,  by  Hoop- 
ing to  fuch  Aftion^  as  are  below  their  l4onour  and 
Digoity,  have  not  only  loft,  in  a  great  meafure, 
that  Efteem  and  Refpeft  they  had  formerly  in  the 
Country  *,  but  are,  in  a  manner,  undone  by  their  TV/- 
ennUl  Expences  V  which,  in  a  few  Elections  more^ 
confidering  how  the  Parties  fcruple  no  Charge  to 
carry  it  from  each  other,  mufl  finifh  their  Ruin^ 

Some  Members  to  prevent  a  quick  Ruin  are  forc'd 
to  banifli  themfelves  from  their  own  Honfes,  and 
dare  not  return  but  juft  upon  a  New  Elcftion,  for 
fear  of  being  devoured  by  whole  Troops  of  hungry 
footers  i  while  Others,  who  ftay  in  the  Country,  have 
their  Houfes  fill'd  with  Company  they  care  not  for^ 
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snd  are  not  only  forc'd  to  endure  the  Riidenefs,  and 
Noife  of  a  drunken  Crew,  but  to  drink,  and  be 
drunk  with  them. 

The  incidental  Expences  occafioned  by  conteft- 
ing  Charters  ^  bribing  high,  where  the  Eledion  is  in 
a  few  Hands,  to  get  a  Mayor,  an  Alderman,  or  o- 
ther  Magiftrate  chofen,  &c.  are  fo  very  great,  that 
'tis  no  wonder,  thofe  who  have  good  Eilatcs,  ev'n  out 
of  good  Husbandry,  aim  to  get  into  the  Upper 
Houf^,  which  muft  be. a  great  Prejudice  to  the  Lower, 
and  the  fmaller  the  Eftatcs  of  the  Candidates  are>  the 
Iboner  will  they  be  undone. 

How  often  have  I  heard  fome  who  are  now  the 
molt  Zealous  for  this  Aft,  curfe  it,  as  weakning  the 
Landed  and  Country  Intereft,  to  which,  they  faid, 
People  in  the  Neighbourhood  us'd  to  pay  fo  great  a 
Regard,  that  Foreigners  cou'd  not  well  break  in  up- 
on it  •,  but  that  nothing  fince  this  Triennial  EUHriorj^ 
but  Money,  what  Hand  foever  it  comes  from,  is  re- 
garded. And  that  the  Court  (which  has  a  larger 
Purfe  than  any  Gentleman^  can  now  oblige  any  one, 
either  to  defift  from  ftanding  at  a  Borough^  where 
he  and  his  Ancefiors  usM  to  be  chofen,  or  elfe  to 
beggar  him  by  an  Oppofition. 

There  needs  no  more  to  {hew  how  this  Law  has  af- 
fefted  the  whole  Nation,  than  to  obferve,  that  tho' 
a  great  Number  of  Ale-Houfes  are  very  pernicious, 
yet  they  are  now  in  many  Boroughs  about  two  Thirds 
more  than  they  were  before  this  Act  i  and  that  the 
Toors  Rate  is  hereby  prodigioufly  encreas'd. 

In  all  Arbitrary  Governments  the  Eitates  of  the 
Gentry  are  fo  tax'd,  that  they  can't  live  without 
fome  Tlace  or  'Penfwn  ^  and  canThat  which  puts  them, 
ev'n  under  Free  Governments,  in  the  fame  Circum- 
liances,  be  fuch  a  Privilege,  as  ought  not,  on  any 
Account,  to  be  parted  with?  And  which  muft  make 
them,  if  the  Court  will  vouchfafe  to  buy,  fell  that, 
and  all  their  other  Privileges.  Ano- 


Another  Thing,  which  is  a  ftrong  Temptation  for 
Men  to  come  into  any  Meafures  fatal  to  their  Conn- 
try,  is  the  Hatred,  Malice,  and  Animofity^  thefe 
frequent  Eledions  produce.  And  when  one  Party 
come  up  to  Parliament  inflamM  to  the  lall  Degree 
againit  the  other,  for  the  Trouble  and  Expence 
they  have  put  them  to,  what  will  they  not  do? 
what  will  they  not  fuffer,  to  be  reveng'd  of  their 
AdverHries  ?  What  Advantage,  then,  may  not  an 
Artful  Couyt  make  of  their  great  Neceffities,  and 
greater  PafTions  ? 

Tyranny  will  then  eafily  go  down,  provided  they 
are  made  to  believe  they  ihall  have  the  Direction  of 
it  •,  and  that  its  Thunder  fhall  fall  on  the  Heads  of 
their  Enemies.  Lofs  of  Liberty  is  not  fo  terrible  to 
them,  efpecially  if  bred  up  in  Arbitrary  Principles, 
as  the  other  Party's  Ingroffing  the  Polls  of  Honour 
and  Profit. 

In  Denmark^  Sweden^  and  in  Other  Places,  where 
the  Liberties  have  been  giv'n  up,  it  has  been  by  a 
frelh  Pdrliament,  full  of  Refentment,  and  managM  by 
an  Artful  Miniftry. 

In  a  New  Parliament,  'tis  pofllble,  a  great  many 
may  be  oblig'd  to  the  Court  for  their  being  return'd, 
and  Gratitude  at  firft  will  work  on  them,  efpecially 
if  three  Years  after  they  expeft  the  fame  Favour  :,  aud 
Others,  againfl:  whom  Petitions  are  lodg'd,  will,  per- 
haps, think  their  Continuing  in  the  Houfe  depends 
on  the  Interefl:  they  can  make  with  the  Court.  And 
in  this  Cafe,  v»^hat  can^t  a  defigning  Miniftry  pradice? 
efpecially  upon  raw  and  unexperienced  Men  ^  who 
mull  think,  they  can't  be  better  direded,  than  by 
their  Wifdom  and  Experience. 

But  the  longer  a  Parliament  continues,  the  lefs  Dan- 
ger there  is  of  their  giving  up  their  own,  or  their 
Electors  Rights-,  that  Refentment,  which  at  their 
firft  Sitting  is  at  the  higheft,  by  Degrees,    when  the 
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Difputes  about  Elcftions  are  over,  wears  ofFi  and 
they  begin  cooJy  to  confider  how  to  ferve  their  Coun- 
try, and  to  fupport  the  Dignity  and  t^onour  of  their 
own  Houfei  and  are  more  likely  to  encroach  on  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  than  to  give  up  their  own 
Privileges-,  and  inftead  of  being  moft  fupple  and 
pliant  to  the  Miniflry,  a$  they  generally  are  at  firft, 
they  grow  refraftory,  and  no  longer  to  be  manag'd 
by  them. 

And,  perhaps,  oneReafon  is,  That  tho' Men  may 
at  firfl:  be  contented  with  Promifes,  each  thinking 
his  Merits  too  confiderable,  not  to  have  what  is  pro- 
mise made  good  to  him  *,  yet  the  Majority,  when 
they  fee  no  Effed  of  them,  as  no  Miniftry  can  bribe 
near  fo  great  a  Number,  will,  ev'n  out  of  Refentment, 
be  in  the  Publick  Intereft, 

Let  the  Reafon  be  as  it  will,  'tis  Matter  of  Faft, 
the  longer  any  Parliament  fits,  as  they  underftand  the 
Jntereft  of  the  Nation  better,  fo  they  have  the  Good 
of  it  more  at  Heart. 

Of  this  the  Long  Parliament  in  Charles  the  IKs 
Time,  is  a  memorable  Inftance,  for  tho'  the  Houfeof 
Commons  was,  for  the  mod  part,  corapos'd  of  High- 
Church-mer?^  and  fuch  Cavaliers  as  were  bred  up  in  Ar- 
bitrary Principles,  and  car'd  not  what  Power  they 
truHed  their  Beloved  King  with,  provided  it  was  em- 
ploy'd  againft  the  Djjpnters  •,  under  whom,  they,  be- 
fore ih^kejl oration^  had  feverely  fufFerM  *,  yet  by  De- 
grees, they  h^c^mt  Patriots  to  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country,  and  fo  jealous  of  the  Defigns  of  the  Court, 
that  the  King  defpairing  to  work  on  them,  did,  to 
their  Immortal  Honour,  in  a  Rage,  diffolve  them. 

To  give  one  Inftanceof  the  great  Change  their  long 
Continuance  wrought  on  them,  at  their  firfl:  Sitting 
down,  when  their  Refentment  ran  high,  they  made 
ievcie  Laws  againft  the  Dljf^nters^  yec  before  they 
were  dilTolv'd,  they  voted,  That  7he  Penal  Law  were 

grievous 


eU9Vom  to  the  SuhjtEl^  a  Weaknirg  of  the  Protedailt  In^ 
terejl^  an  Encouragement  to  Popery,  ^nd  dangerom  to  the 
J^eace  oj  the  Kingdom. 

It  is  to  them  we  owe  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  the 
taking  away  the  Writ,  De  Hxretico  comburendo^  the 
Abolidiing  the  HighCommijfton  Courts  and  many  other 
Excellent  Laws,  tor  the  Security  of  our  Ecclefiaftical, 
as  well  as  Civil  Liberties. 

And  all  the  Influence  the  King  had,  conM  not 
hinder  them  from  making  frequent  Addrefles  and 
Remonftrances,  for  his  joining  with  other  Poten- 
tates, to  check  the  growing  Greatnefs  of  France^ 
tho'  then  inconfiderable  to  what  it  was  fuffcr'd 
to  come  to  afterwards.  Thefe  Men  couM  never 
have  been  prevailed  on  to  vote  a  Peace  with  France^ 
before  they  knew  the  Terms  of  it,  to  be  S4/>,  Honour 
rable^  and  jidvmt^giom  "^  much  lefs  if  it  were  like  the 
La[l  Peace^  to  vote  fo  after  they  knew  it-,  none  fure 
but  a  Triennial  Parliament  couM  be  guilty  of  fuch  a 
Proftitution. 

Tho'  Charles  U.  was  almoft  ador'd  by  the  People, 
of  fuch  a  winning  and  infinuating  Behaviour,  that  few 
couM  withftand  his  CarefTes,  had  about  Two  Millions 
yearly  flowing  into  his  Exchequer,  no  Part  of  Reve- 
nue being  appropriated,  hut  all  left  to  the  King's  Dif- 
pofal  r  which  too,  npon  Occafion,  he  cou'd  mortgage  -, 
no  Places  then  excluded  the  Houfe,  or  Perfon  debar'd 
Sitting  for  Want  of  an  Eftate,    or  Eleftions  made 
void  by  accepting  of  a  Place  *,    all  the  Bifhops,  and 
the  whole  Clergy   in    his     Intereft  •,    yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  the  Commons  con'd  not  be  hindered 
from  Impeaching  his  Chief  Minifter,  tho'  he  had  the 
Difpofal  of  the  Money   as  well  as  Places  •,  and  they 
•bravely  maintained  to  the  laft.  That  Jt  woj  the  Un- 
doubted Privtledge  oj  that  Houje  (  without  vohtch  no  other 
coi4*d  be  fecurd  )  that  no  Par  den  wa^  good  ap^ainfl-  theif 
Impeachment  ',  'tis  certain,  they  did  not  come  up  from 
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the  Country  at  fir/l  with  this  Noble  Spirit  i  but  it 
was  born  and  bred  in  St.  5>f/)/7e«'s  Chappel,  and  from 
thence  propagated  thro'  the  whole  Nation.  And  their 
Example  fo  animated  the  People^  that  all  the  frequent 
Attempts  of  K.  Charles^  or  his  Brother,  upon  our  Li- 
berties, were  render'd  fruitlefs  and  vain,  and  ended 
in  the  Confufion  of  the  latter. 

This  Long  Parliament  followed  the  Rejioration^  when 
Prerogative  was  triumphant  \  the  Triennial  Parlia- 
jnents  the  Revolution  founded  on  the  Foot  of  Liberty  • 
and  yet  have  not  feveral  of  thefc,  notwithftanding 
their  fhort  Continuance,  fo  proftituted  the  Honour 
of  Parliaments,  and  made  fuch  low  and  fervile  Court- 
Ihip  to  the  Miniftry,  as  that  Long  Parliament  wou'd 
have  been  afliam'd  of.  Why  then  (hall  we  be  afraid, 
that  if  a  Parliament,  which  has  already  afted  fo  vigo- 
roufly  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties,  be  con- 
tinued longer  than  the  ufualtime,  thofe  Liberties  will 
be  endanger'd  ? 

But  if  we  go  further  back  than  that  Reign,  we  fhall 
find,  that  the  longer  any  Parliament  fat,  the  more 
tenacious  they  grew  of  their  own,  and  their  Country's 
Liberties  '^  no  One,  I  fiippofe,  will  fay,  that  the  Par- 
liament, which  in  Charles  Ts  Time,  was  by  Law 
empowered  to  fit  'till  they  diflblvM  themfelves,  were 
for  giving  up  all  to  the  Court. 

They,  who  fay  our  Liberties  are  in  Danger  by 
Long  Parliaments,  do  not  believe,  what  themfelves 
fay,  except  they  can  believe  inconfiftent  Things, 
iince  if  yoa  ask  why  none  of  them  gave  up  our  Li- 
berties ?  They  anfwer.  That  the  Eftates  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons  were  more  confiderable  than  any  Thing 
the  King  couM  give  them  •,  and  that  thofe  who  had 
Penfions,  had  no  way  to  keep  ev'n  them,  but  by  keep- 
ing the  King  from  being  abfolute  *,  nay,  thefe  Men  go 
further,  and  fay,  that  a  Parliament  by  long  Conti- 
nuance win  grow  fo  refridory,  that  it  will  coft  the 
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Court  more  to  keep  them  in  any  tolerable  Order^ 
than  to  get  a  New  Parliament  for  their  Turn. 

Thefe  Men,  when  tliey  talk  to  Commoners,  feem 
to  be  in  mighty  Pain  ,  left  the  deiign'd  Alteration 
fhou'd  deftroy  net  only  the  Credit,  but  the  very  Be- 
ing of  the  Houfe  o{  Commons  \  yet  at  another  time, 
when  they  wou'd  perfwade  any  of  the  Lords  to  be 
againft  it,  then  they  maintain  that  thp  Honour, 
Weight  and  Authority  of  the  Lower  Houfe  will  en- 
creafe  in  Proportion  to  the  Length  of  their  Contiau- 
ance  ^  if  this  be  fo,  as  undoubtedly  it  is,  then  pur' 
Liberties  muft  be  in  the  fame  Proportion  the  fafer  i 
and  confequently,  all,  who  prefer  the  Intereft  of  their 
own  Reprefentatives  before  that  of  the  Miaiftry  (who 
then  will  not  be  able  fo  eafily  to  govern  them)  muft 
highly  approve  thh  Alteration. 

But  Men  that  are  chofen  for  Three  Tears  only,  and 
are  not  fure  to  bereturnM  again,  tho'  the>  fpead  ever 
fo  much,  will  not  have  fo  great  a  Regard  for  the  Ho- 
nour of  Parliaments  *,  iaftead  of  that,  knowing  their 
Time  is  but  fliort,  and  in  hafte  to  get  rid  of  their 
Load  of  Debts,  and  to  be  repaid  with  Intereft,  what 
they  have  fpent,  they  will  be  tempted  to  fell  all  they 
can,andasfaftastheycan  >  andwecan  liitkdoubt,bu£ 
that  there  has  been  more  than  one  Houfe  of  Commons 
lince  this  Ad,  who  had  they  fat  in  K.  Charles  Il's 
Time,  wou'd  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  have  giv'u 
up  the  Conftitution,  and  made  that  Prince  as  abfolute 
as  he  pleased.  And  ev'ry  one  fure  is  now  coaviacM, 
that  it  was  not  owing  to  any  Oppoiition,  that  the: 
Miniftry  apprehended  from  the  laft  Houfe  ot  Commons^ 
that  w^e  fo  narrowly  efcap'd  more  iafupportable  Mife- 
ries  than  ever  a  Nation  yet  groan'd  under,  and  enjoy 
the  Happinefs  of  being  Protc/tants^  and  freemen'^  un- 
der a  Gracious  ProteJUnt  Prince. 

They  who  are  againft  the  Alteration  argue,  as  if 
the  Natioa  was  always  fond  of  New  Parliaments  ^  but 
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the  LatcneTs  of  this  Aft,  and  its  being  twice  thrown 
out  of  the  Houfe  oi  Commons y  and  the  Difficulty  if 
pafs'd  with  at  laft  is  no  Proof  of  it  •,  and  it's  noto- 
rious, that  when  the  King  difTolv'd  a  Parliament, 
the  People  generally  refcnttd  it  ;  and  luppos'd,  that 
the  fame  Reafon  which  made  the  Mini'fters  defive 
vyeak  Princes,  caus'd  them  to  be  fond  of  New  Par- 
liaments. ^ 

And  it  oeing  evident  in  Fad  as  well  as  Reafon, 
That  the  longer  a  Parliament  continues,  the  lei's  In- 
fluence any  Mlnifiry  can  have  ovet*  it,  if  the  Pre- 
sent have  Vertue  enough  to  promote,  at  this  Critical 
junfture,  an  Acl  jor  longer  Continuance  of  Parliaments^ 
'twill  be  a  Demonftration  to  impartial  Men,  how 
iDuch  they  prefer  the  Publick  to  their  Private  Inte- 
reft. 

One  wouM  think,  that  the  more  knowing  and  ex- 
peiienc'd  the  Legiflators  were,  the  more  it  was  for 
the  Advantage  of  a  Nation  •,  and  that  nothing  cou'd 
be  a  greater  Solacifm  in  Politicks,  than  that  the  Coun- 
try Gentlemen,  who,  in  a  manner,  compofe  that 
Houfe,  from  whofe  Conduft  the  grcateft  Part  of  Eu- 
rope  take  their  Meafures,  Hiou'd  as  foon  as  they  begin 
to  undeiftand  any  thing  of  Foreign  AtFaiis,  be  dif- 
niifs'd  J  which  muft  make  them,  either  run  the  Ha- 
zard of  doing  Things  prejudicial  to  the  Intereft  of 
their  Country  *,  or  elfe  be  entirely  governed  by  the 
MiniRry  in  Matters  of  the  greateft  Confequence. 

If  when  we  had  no  Trade,  or  fcarce  any  Concern 
in  the  Affairs  abroad,  and  the  Commons  little  to  da 
with  the  Government  at  home,  nor  had  any  Eftates 
in  Proportion  to  what  they  now  enjoy,  and  Eledions 
were  made  without  any  Expence  or  Dillurbance,  Per- 
foas  being  courted,  as  well  as  allowM  Wages,  to 
ferve  ^  and  none  voted  in  the  Counties  but  Men  of 
fome  Figure,  Forty  SbiHings  a  Tear  then  being  more 
than  Forty  Pounds  a  Tear  now  j    if  ev'n  then  they 

thought 
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thought  it  prejudicial  to  make  fuch  a  Trren^jlal  Ati^^ 
there  can  lure  be  no  Reafon,  if  the  State  of  At^ 
fairs  requires  it  ^  not  to  alter  this  Law  now, 
when  JVJen  of  plentiful  Fortunes,  lerve  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Multiplicity  and  Weight  of  both  Fo- 
reign and  Domeftick  Affairs  require  a  long  Experi- 
ence, with  a  great  and  univerial Knowledge  in  Poli- 
tical Matters'^ 

Can  a  Kingdom  long  ftand>  when  Divifions  are 
grown  to  fuch  an  Height,  that  the  favoured  Party 
will  do  everything  they  are  bid,  left  the  Minifiry 
fl^ou'd  change  Hands  •,  and  the  other,  tbo' they  are 
ready  upon  the  fame  Terms  to  be  as  complaiiant^ 
yet  right  or  wrong  oppoie  the  Court  in  evVy 
thing 

'Tis  faid,  That  Divifions  and  Faftions  are  una- 
voidable in  all  Free  Governments  ^  but  fuppofing 
that,  I  fhouVl  be  glad  to  know,  v/hen  any  Nation 
preferv'd  its  Liberties,  if  they  cou'd  not  be  brought 
upon  any  Terms  to  think  of  amending  a  Law, 
which  inftead  of  Curbing,  increased  and  inflam'd 
their  Divifioas. 

Tho'  many  Divifions  happened  in  Time  of  Peace^ 
in  the  Common-wealths  of  Rome  and  Xheece^  yet 
upon  a  War,  or  any  common  Danger  thofe  ceasM, 
and  all  united  againft  the  common  Enenay  i  and 
fometimes  that  Reafon  made  a  War  neceflary  \  but 
among  them,  or  any  other  Free  Government  but 
our  own,  there's  no  Inllance  of  one  Part  of  the 
People  being  worked  up  to  fuch  a  Degree  of  Rage, 
as  to  join  with  the  Enemies  of  their  Religion  and 
Government-,  and  be  ready  tofacrifice  both^  rather 
than  not  be  reveng'd  of  the  other. 

When  Men  fay,  That  our  Liberties  are  in  fuch 
Danger,  becaufe  of  the  general  Corruption  of  Man- 
ners, the  Poverty  of  the  Gentry,  the  Refentment 
oi  Parties,   that  it  wou'd  not  be  fafe  to  alter  this 
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Aft,  tho^  at  the  fame  time  they  can't  deny,  that 
thofe  Inconveniences  are  chiefly  owing  to  it  ;  does 
not  this  fliew  great  want  of  Senfe  or  Honcfty  ? 

If  a  Law,  which  was  fuppcs'd  good  before  it  was 
try'd,  is,  upon  Trial,  found  to  bring  with  it,  not 
only  unforefeen  Inconveniences;  but  to  encreafe 
thofe  very  Evils  it  was  defign'd  to  cure,  wo  I'd  it 
jnot  be  abfurd  not  to  be  convinced  by  Experience, 
but  ftill  to  perfift  in  our  old  Opinion?  If  this  be 
not  the  Cafe  with  thofe  ^Vhigs-^  who  are  againft  an 
Alteration^  1  defire  thev  will  fliew  any  one  good 
thing  they  have  obtain'd  by  this  Law  :  And  when 
they  talk  in  general  Terms,  how  much  this  Law  is 
for  the  Security  of  our  Liberties,  they  muft  think 
that  we  have  fo  far  loft  our  Memory,  as  entirely  to 
forget  what  the  Two  Laft  Parliaments  were  do- 
ing. ^ 

It  is  no  wonder,  confidering  how  averfe  the  Peo- 
ple, ever  fince  the  Reformation,  had  been  to  Popery^ 
Arbitrary  Power ^  Perfecution^  and  Other  High-Church^ 
DoQrtnes^  and  feldom  or  never  miftook  the  true  In- 
tereft  of  their  Country  ;  that  feveral  well-meaning 
Men  IhouM  think  the  Nation  run  no  Hazard,  in 
trufting  them  with  the  Choice  of  frequent  Parlia- 
ments, when  too  it  was  a  Whig^Maxirfi^  Vox  Populi\ 
Vox  Dei  ;  but  cou'd  they  have  forefeen  how  after 
pafling  this  Law,  they  wou'd  entirely  Change  their 
Principles,  and  become  the  Reverie  to  what  they 
were  before  *,  no  One  of  them,  we  may  be  fure, 
wou'd  have  been  for  this  Triennial  Aft ;  lince  then 
their  Vox  Dei  wouM  have  been  turn'd  into  Vox 
Diaholi ;  and  fhou'd  we  not  now  be  for  Changing 
it,  we  fl^.ouM  aft  contrary,  to  the  Praftice  of  all 
wife  Legiflators,  who  vary  their  Laws,  efpecially 
of  this  Nature,  according  to  the  Paflions  and  Pre- 
judices of  the  People  i  if  the  Qiiickfinds  change 
their  Situation,    muft  not  the  Ships  change  their 

Courfe  ? 


(  19) 
Courfe  >  AncI  both  Court  and  Country  are  ih  en- 
tirely changed  from  what  they  were  in  King  Charles 
IPs.  Time,  that  the  Methods  that  were  then  moft 
proper  for  prelerving  our  Liberties,  wou'd  be  now 
as  improper. 

The  not  confidering  this,  made  me,  as  it  did 
many  others,  not  to  relifh  at  firft,  any  Change  in 
a  Law,  which  was  cry'd  up  to  be  fo  facied  ^  tho' 
upon  Examination,  I  found  there  was  no  more  in  it 
to  enforce  the  frequent  Sitting  of  Parliaments^  than 
was  in  the  id'th  oi^  Charles  II  ^  and  had  not  the  Ne- 
cedity  of  Affairs  requir'^d  Annual  Parliaments^  all  the 
Operation  this  Law  couM  have  had,  was  to  have  been 
without  any,  except  the  Court  wou'd  ha.ve  pleas'd  to 
have  caird  one  ev>y  Three  Years  •,  there  being  no  o- 
ther  Proififion  made  for  it. 

The  late  Duke  of  Leeds^  who  was  very 
inftrumental    in    promoting    this  A6t ,     /  T-^^^^^.^ 

r  4t    T-j     X,    /       /     J     r       ^  Aj     r        to  his  Let- 

lays,    *    1  hat   he    bad   feen    rnciny  yloujes     ^^^^  p^  ^^^ 

made  of  the  Triennial  AH  \  and  that  as 
King  William  told  him,  he  jlwuld  live  to  recent  it  \  fo 
he  was  n^t  afraid  to  own^  thit  he  had  repented  oj  it  \ 
fnce  he  had  feen  fuch  vfry  wron^  ZJfes  made  of  ?>. 
And  Vis  notorious,  That  YJin^  William's  deep  Pe- 
netration made  him  fay  to  feveral,  upon  Iris  Pai- 
ring it.  That  there  was  fdirce  a  con jider able  Family  a^^ 
monafl  the  Gentry^  hut  vphat  woud  m  a  few  Tears  have 
Caufe  to  referit  it.  And  the  Gentleman,  who  brought 
this  Bill  into  the  Houle  of  Commons^  has  frequently 
faid,  fince  its  pafling  into  a  Law,  that  any  Mir/ijltr 
might  eafily  gjvern  England  •,  it  was  but  Bribing  one 
Houfe^    and   Augmentir^g    the  other  \     and    whether  he 

had  not  fmce,  by  following  his  own  Maxim,  abfo- 
lutely  manag'd  both  •,  I  leave  you  to  judge. 

If  .this  A<a  had  been  fo  much  for  the  fafety  of 
the  Nation,  the  firft  Tritrmlai  pirliament  wouM  not 
have  involved  m  in  fuch  DifficulcieSj   and  broui^hc 
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the  Government  fo  low,  that  it  encouraged  an  A- 
vrzfion^  and  an  Jfjajfinatiori'Tlot  ^  and  without  a  Dil- 
covery  of  that  barbarous  Defign,  which  put  a  new 
Spirit  into  the  Nation,  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  tho' 
the  P]©t  had  not  gone  on,  feem'd  to  be  in  great 
Danger. 

Tho'  it  muft  be  allowed  ,  There  is  nothing 
peculiar  in  the  Nature  of  this  Aft,  to  hinder  its 
Alteration^  yet  'tis  faid,  there  are  invincible  Argu- 
ments a£;ahift  it  from  the  Prejudice  of  the  People  •, 
and  that  it  will  fo  work  on  the  Generality  of  thofe 
EUftors,  who  are  now  well  affeded  to  the  prefent 
Eflablifhment,  and  the  Proteftant  Religion,  as  to 
make  them  fall  in  with  the  oppolite  Party  ;,  and 
iikewife  caufe  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  are  now  out 
of  Parliament,  and  defign'd  to  have  ftood  at  the 
ufual  Time,  to  join  with  them  in  it. 

This,  if  true,  is,  I  own,  a  conflderable  Objec- 
tion  \  but  1  can't  have  fo  ill  an  Opinion  of  thofe 
Elcftors,  as  to  think  they  will  turn  Jacobites^  be- 
caufe  they  can't  be  brib'd  at  the  ufual  Time  -^  or 
that  any  IVh'^  Gentlemen  will  do  f  >,  becaufe  they 
can't  then  bribe  them.  They  lee  too  well,  that 
Parliaments,  and  ev'ry  thing  that's  valuable  for 
this,  or  the  next  World,  is  gone,  if  the  Pretender 
prevails  ,  and^  therefore,  when  they  perceive  fuch 
zn  Altera'^ on  is  for  the  Service  of  the  Government, 
they  will  be  latisfy'd. 

TheGeneraliry  of  Farmers  and  Freeholders,^  dread 
an  approaching  Eleftion,  which  takes  them  from 
their  Bufincls,  and  fometimes  in  the  midfl  of  Har- 
veft  ^  and  crowds  them  together  in  thofe  Places 
where  there's  no  Conveniences  for  Lodging  fuch. 
Numbers  ',  They  fay,  that  before  the  Three  Years 
are  out,  ihey  begin  to  convcrfe  eafily  and  quietly 
wi^h  their  Neighbours,  and  the  Country  live  like. 
Chnflians  weth  one  i-nother  ^  but  upon  a  N^w  Ele- 
clion, 
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fiion,  nothing  but  Diabolical  Malica  evVy  where 
reigns  :  not  only  between  Neighbours,  but  very' 
often  between  People  of  t lie  fame  Family  ;  to  be 
freed  from  this,  if  this  were  all,  wou'd  be  to 
the  great  Satisfaftion  of  all,  who  love  to  live  in 
Quiet,  and  mind  their  own  Bufinefs^  as  Husband- 
men generally  do. 

But  they  mud  now  more  than  ever  dread  New 
Eleftions,  when  they  can't  but  forefee  more  than 
ufual  Violences  ,  that  the  whole  Nation  vv^ill  be  in 
a  State  of  War,  and  no  Place  free  from  Tumults; 
the  contending  Parties  in  the  Fields,  Streets  and 
Houfes,  combating  each  other  with  tbeutmoft  Fu^ 
ry.  And  when  they  can't  but  apprehend,  that 
the  inveterate  Enemies  of  the  Nation,  who  watch 
all  Opportunities  to  deftroy  us,  will  take  Advan- 
tage of  it^  and  do  all  they  can  to  engage  the  Nation 
in  a  Civil  War. 

All  that  are  not  for  Popny  or  the  Pretender^  will 
be  glad  to  find,  that  they  are  no  longer  in  Dan- 
ger of  being  harrafs'd  and  opprefsM  by  Tcry  Ju« 
ftices,  or  forcM  by  Jacobite  Landlords  to  go  con- 
trary to  their  Confciences  ;  when  they  are  freed 
from  thefe  Inconveniences,  and  fee  their  former 
Peace  and  Qjiiiet  reilor'd  in  the  Countr-',  how  will 
they  blefs  the  Authors  of  fo  much  Good  ? 
.  And  it  will  have  at  leaftas  great  Effefts  in 'the 
Corporations,  fmce  the  Feuds  there  are  generaliy 
higher,  and  continue  longer,  by  the  different  Par- 
ties meeting  fo  frequency  together.  All  thij  ho- 
neft,  induftrious,  fober  People,  and  all  that  are^ 
what  they  call  themfelves,  C^j^tjii^ijjs^  will  be  ex- 
trjamly  fatisly'd.  Ay  for  the  Unchriftian  and  Pro- 
fligate, they,  no  doubt,  will  at  firil,  tliink  it  a 
great  Grievance  not  to  be  fo  frequently  brib'd  : 
lut  if  by  this  Method,  they  are  forc'd  to  Labour, 
theVj    as  well  as  the  [  ubiick,    v/ill  be  Gainers  by 
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\t  \  and  if  they  are  not,  they  will,  whenever  a 
New  Parliament  is  chofen,  prefer  Money  to  all  o- 
ther  Confiderations,  what  Side  foever  it  comes 
from. 

So  that  the  Counties,  the  Cities,  and  the  con- 
iidt:rable  Towns,  when  they  find  the  many  good 
Efflds ,  will  be  highly  pleas'd,  and  in  Truth, 
all,  but  the  Scum  of  the  People,  and  they  can't 
make  a  greater  Noife  than  they  have  already 
done. 

As  to  the  Gentlemen,  when  they  find  the  fweet 
of  faving  that  Money  in  their  Pockets,  which  they 
wiA  to  fpend  in  Eleftions,  and  can  converfe  as 
friendly  with  their  Neighbours,  as  they  us'd  to  do, 
'til]  Ir  ennid  Parliaments  made  it  imprafticable",  they 
can't  fure  be  fo  fond  of  the  Privilege  of  fpending 
their  Eftates>  as  to  be  3gainft  the  Government, 
becaufiThat  for  fome  time  longer  thanThree  Years, 
is  taken  out  of  their  Hands:;  efpecially  when  they 
find  the  Advantage  of  paying  thofe  Debts  they 
have  formerly  contrafted,  by  Reafon  of  frequent 
Parliaments. 

If  the  Bufineis  of  Parliament  was  difcharg'd  as  it 
ought,  'twou'd  take  fo  much  of  a  Man's  conftant 
Attendance  to  the  Prejudice  of  his  Health,  and  to 
the  Negleft  of  his  Concerns,  that  fcarce  any  but 
One  who  bad  a  Place  in  View,  wou'd  vehemently 
court  fo  much  Trouble,  tho'  not  attended  with 
luch  an  Expence  as  few  Eftates  can  bear',  much 
Jefs  wou'd  he  renounce  his  Principles,  becaufe  his 
Defign  ot  ftanding  for  Member  is  poflpon'd  for 
fome  time  :  But  i:  he  be  One,  who  wou'd  get  into 
Parliament  for  the  fake  of  a  Place,  that  will  equal- 
ly influence  him  at  all  Times. 

In  a  Word,  by  a  longer  Continuance  of  this  Par- 
liament, and  by  a  juft  and  ileady  Adminiftration, 
the  mortal  Feuds  and  Animofities,  whicli  now  ev'ry 
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where  prevail,  wou'd  be  in  a  manner  clropp'cl ;  zni 
the  People  wou'd  be  afham'd  of  that  Excels  of  Fol- 
ly and  Madnels  they  have  been  io  long  guilty  of. 
And  then  they  will  blels  thole  State  Phyficians, 
who  have  provided  for  them  fuch  an  healing  and 
fovereign  Medicine  •,  efpecially  when  they  fee  fuch 
Grievances  redrefs'd^  as  they  miift  otheiwife  have 
defpair'd  of 

Perhaps,  it  will  be  faid,  That  novo  Pe^pU  are  got 
into  the  Aiethod  of  Bribery^  it  wou^d  be  dijficulc  to  hin- 
der it^  tho  this  Triennial  Aft  was  altered. 

But  when  the  Leaders  of  Corporations  have  loft 
their  Followers,  by  not  having  frequent  Occafioa 
to  keep  them  dependent  on  them,  and  the  Bribe- 
Fraternities  are  broken,  it  will  not  be  lb  eafy  a 
Thing  to  buy  Parliaments,  and  manage  Eleftions  by 
Money. 

The  Tories^  who  of  a  fudden  are  grown  very  ten- 
der of  the  Rights  of  the  Commor/s^  fay,  'Thuc  w-uu- 
ever  Conveniences  may  he  /uppos^d  to  attend  the  Altering 
thi4  AH:^  yet  that  thp6  Houfe  o/'Gommons,  thn  xvu^j  chofea 
tut  for  Three  Tears^  can  have  ho  Riaht  to  continue  them" 
[elves  longer. 

This  Houfe  o^Commons  was  chofen  like  all  others^ 
to  concur  in  the  M^kinf^  KepeaUng^  or  AUerir,^^  imy 
Law,  as  they  judge  bell  conduces  to  the  Publick 
Good  i  and  they  have  now  the  fame  Right  to  make 
Parliaments  Annual^  Sexernia!^  or  Sepftmiiai^  as  they 
had  a  few  Years  fince  to  make  them  Triennial,  But 
this  Objeftion  comes  with  a  very  ill  Grace  from 
thofe,  who  lately  were  Zealous  in  procuring  the 
Quttlification-AU;  \  which  deprived  all,  but  a  few,  of 
their  Birth- right  •,  viz^,  a  Capacity  ot  being  chofen; 
and  as  much  llreighten'd,  and  confin'd  the  Eleftors 
in  their  Choice. 

Some  fay,  This  may  do  too  much  Credit  to  the 
7mr^>-  who  foretold.  That  the  Whigs  wou'd  break 
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in  on  the  T-^icrinUl  AU.^  as  well  as  raife  new  Forces. 
This  they  might  eafily  foretell,  fince  they  were 
confcious  that  their  Meafures  woird  put  the  Parlia- 
aiiviiit  upon  th3  NecelTity  of  doing  this,  for  the  Fre- 
lervation^^of  our  Religion  and  Liberties.  This  will 
no  more  make  thern  p:Js  for  Conjurors,  than  the 
Foretelling  Inch  a  Town  fnouVl  be  burnt  on  fuch 
a  Day,  did,  a  trench  Aftrologer.  who  to  fulfil  his 
Prophecy,  fee  it  (:)n  fire  himielF^  'tis  well  if  the  . 
Tones  be  fuch  true  Prophets,  tor  'tis  certain,  they 
are  very  falfe  Hilloriaiis. 

What  I  have  hitherto  (aid  in   Relation  to   thi? 
Acl^  is  with  no  other  View,    than  to  prepare  you 
to  conlider  impartially,  tlieReafons  for  the  Ab^rA- 
tion  of  it  ^  by  (hewing  you.^  'tis  not  of  fuch  Confe- 
quence  lor  the  Preservation  of  our  Liberties,  as  fome 
imagine.,    but:  were  it  in   the  main  a  Security  to 
thern,  yet  there  may  be  Circumftances,  which  muft 
make  the  Ait^ra^tor?  of  it  neccfiary.     Is  there  a  Man 
in  the  Nation,  that  has  not  an  Intereft  in  the  H^hta^ 
Corpus  Ad?  and  yet  has  not  That,  in  Order  to  pre- 
ferve  our  Liberties,  been  feveral  Times  fufpeaded? 
and  with  very  go-^d  Eff-fl;  ?    the'  molt  of  the  fame 
Men,  who  now  feem  to  be  fo  much  alarm'd.  made 
Tragical  Exclamations  againfl  if,  and  argifd,That 
J.f  tha  Onrrt  had  Litereyt  enoua'h  to  have  that    Sacred  Law 
once  brt'kin  in  apo-'?^  tioey  woud  mvo^ys  be  able  to  coritinus 
its  Stifp^nfin, 

The  Difpute  is  not  x\0'r<>  about  Preferments,  but 
w^hether  we  fliall  continue  to  be  FroteJ}a^7ts  and  Free 
Men  under  a  Vroteflant  P  R  I NC  E,  Or  be  made,  by 
Overturning  the  Government,  Slaves  and  Papl/is^ 
under  a  Popifli  King  *,  and  is  there  a  Tory^  who  has 
not  either  openly  engagd  in  this  Rebellion^  or  hy  mali-- 
fioHi  Infinuanons  fomented^  or  hy  avowed  Indifferency  en- 
€0uraff'd  it  ?  And  tho'  the  Infurredion  by  the  ill- 
concerted  Me^fures  of  the  Party,  who  thought  they 

had 
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had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  take  Pofftfion^  is  at  prefcnt 
tQuafh'd  i  yet  we  have  no  Reafon  to  chin^^  that  any  of 
them  are  changed,  or  that  they  delp^ir  of  Suocefs. 
On  the  contrary,  one  wou'd  think  by  what  they  al- 
ready threaten,  that  they  had  taken  fuch  fare  Mca- 
ftires  to  get  the  next  Parliament  to  be  for  their  Turn, 
that  they  cou'd  not  be  difappointed.  And  they  arc> 
if  you  will  believe  them,  fare  to  regain  in  the  Field 
of  Eledion^  what  they  have  loft  in  the  FielJ  of  Battle. 
They  openly  brag,  they  have  a  vaft  Majority  efpe- 
cially  of  the  moft  bufy,  flirring,  andaftive-,  and  that 
the  Landed  Intereft,  which  has  the  greateft  Intlueoce 
at  Eleftions,  is  chiefly  on  their  Side  •  and  that  the 
Pubiick  Schools  and  llniverfities  are  continually  Lift- 
ing afj  the  young  Gentry  and  Nobility  for  them  *,  that 
th€  Charity  Schools^  which  influence  both  Parents  and 
Children,  are  wholly  on  their  Side.  They  fay,  That 
if  they  cou'd  carry  their  point  at  Wefimivftcr^  fo  near 
the  King's  Palace,  and  llkewife  get  their  Man,  ev'n  in 
the  King^  own  Tarilh  to  continue  (as  the  Paris  Ga- 
z.ette  obferveiB)  to  preach  up  Pajftve  Obedience  *,  and 
their  Mobs  take  evVy  Occafion,  ev'n  in  this  well  regu* 
latedTown,  and  in  the  Fp.ce  of  the  Government,  to 
infult  its  Friends  ^  how  ftrong  muft  their  Intercfts  be 
in  the  Couatry?  where  their  Clergy  take  effeftual 
Care,  that  the  Country  Bookfellers^  who  gee  their  Live- 
lyhood,  by  what  they  fell  to  them,  to  the  Schools, 
and  to  the  Womea,  (hall  vend  nothing  but  what  they 
approve-  by  which  Means  the  Peofle  avQ  kept  in  fucU 
Ignorance,  that  they  take  a  Whi^  and  a  Presbyterian  to 
be  the  fame  thing,  and  judge  of  a  Man's  Zeal  tor  the 
Church,  by  his  Enmitv  to  the  JDifcmers  •,  who^  they 
think,  will  be  fo  difobligM  by  their  Friends  not  taki?7£ 
off  thofeLaws,  that  were  lately  made  againft  them, 
as  in  the  next  Elechon  to  become  Neuters^  or  at  leaft 
not  to  att  with  their  ufual  Vigour.  Thefe  arefome 
of  the  Reafons  that  rnake  the  Tories  fo  fanguine* 
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The  }f'h{^s    that  are    iigainft  the   Alteratlov^    fay, 
There^s  no  Dav^g^Qr  of  the  \AC(y\)\ltS  p evai'ung   in  the  next 
Ekciiori^  fmcc  the  Majority  of  the    i  topic  are  i^gaipft  the  ■ 
Pretender. 

Suppcfing  that  true,  with  relation  to  the  Corpora- 
tions as  vvd!  as  C' unties,  yet  if  they  can  be  work/d 
on,  either  upon  the  Account  of  the  Churchy  or  in  Op- 
pohtion  to  theH/;W(rj,  or  for  Money,  to  choofe  fiieh 
Men  as  are  in  his  Incerefi-,  the  Cafe  is  the  fame. 

'Tis  finther  faid,  Ikdt  the  Whigs  have  more  Mo-" 
ney  than  t/>6:  Tories,  therefore  they  may  carry  it  in  th^ 
ntxt  Eli  S: ion. 

If  this  were  tobe  depended  on,  the  Whijrs  wou'd 
pevcr  have  loll  an  Eletfion,  but  wc  fee  fuch  is  tj^e  Le* 
vity  and  Inconftancy  of  the  People,  that  they  general- 
ly take  their  Turn  ^  afid  now-  the  7'onej  think  the  next 
miiUbe  theirs. 

Allovvingrhat  Money  will  always  carry  it,they  who 
have  the  nioft,  will  not  always  fpend  the  moll  ^ 
many  Tories  coafcioU)  of  what  they  have  been 
doing,  n:ay  think  they  have  no  Way  to  fecure  their 
Heads  as  well  as  Eftates,  but  by  getting  a  Parliament 
for  their  Turn.  They  that  will  venture  tlKir  Necks 
tor  a  Caufe,  will  not  fcruple  their  Money  •,  and  thofe 
who  have  dipp'd  their  Eftates,  will  think  this  is  the 
only  Way  to  clear  them  ;  as  well  as  to  get  ihofe  of  the 
Whigi  into  the  B.^rgain.      ^ 

Bclidcs,  Thofe  that  are  undermolt  will  be  more 
?.frive,  as  well  ^s  hazard  n)ore  to  get  uppermofl:,.  than 
they,  who  are  in  PcJcIfon,  will,  to  prcferve  thei!? 
Station. 

But  the  different  Temper  of  the  Generality  of  the 
People  at  prefcnt,  from  what  th  y  were  in  at  the  laft 
Eledion,  ougl^.t  chiefl/  to  be  confider'd  ^.tho'  then 
ther®  v/asa  viiible  Change  in  them,  from  that  v/hich 
appe:ar'd  at  the  King's  Coming  in,  yet  it  was  only  to 
a  State  of  Indtfferuiu^  and  they  feem'd  not  much  con- 
cerned 
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c^rnM  wliich  Side  carry  d  icj  yet  fiace  that  Time  by 
t^i.e  ^rtificcj  of  the  Jacobite  Party,  their  Hearts  are  now 
quite  alienated  from  tht  Govcry^mK.rjt',  and  their  High'- 
Chnrch  Leaders  (which,  one  wou'd  think,  flion'd  havea 
quite  difrcrcnt  Effjft)  having  openly  decUr'd  for  the 
I'retcrider^  they  feem  refolv'd  (as  the  Clans  in  Scotland 
(Jo  to  their  Chiefs)  right  or  wrong  to  adhere  to  tlicm  ^ 
and  thofe  cnrfed  Ans^  \^:\^\d^  by  Degrees  have  been  a- 
ble  to  raife  fnch  a  Rebellions  Spirit  in  them,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  able  to  continue  it  to  the  Time  for  the  r;ext 
Elcti'..on'^  fo  that  notwithllanding  nil  the  Advantages 
the  Government  b*JS  gotten  over  the  J^ehels^  it  will  be 
more  difliCLilr  than  it  was  before,  to  procure  a  good 
Parliament,  WW  this  ^pja't  be  laid. 

Thofe  xMen  farther  add  That  fi^ppofi^^^  it  vpou^dbc  a 
^ifvLtahle  Potrt^  if  the  Conrt  flood  Neuter^  yet  if  That 
took  proper  Means^  there^ s  no  IVtihflandt'r/^  the  Tre^ifHry, 

Good  God  !  To  vrhat  a  precarious  Condition,  have 
thofe  Tr/e??;?/.^/ Pdrliamcnt^  rcdoc'd  our  Liberties;  if 
nothing  can  fjcure  them,  as  thefe  Men  fuppofe,  but 
fuch Bribery  and  Corrnpiion,  as  is  wholly  inconfifierf 
with  the  Freedom  of  P.nliaments!  and  which  mult 
p.t  the  Government  under  infinite  Inconveniences  ! 

As  we  have  a  Prince,-  whofe  whole  Life  has  fliown 
ns,  J  hat  He  is  not  capable  of  doing  a  Difhonourable 
Aft  to  gain  the  World,  fo  his  C  >ndufi:  in  tl^e  Laft  E- 
leftion,  fuijiciently  prov'd,  how  mucn  He  fcorn'd  an 
Adion,  which  is  evVy  where  lookM  on  a^.  bafe  and 
fcandalous,  but  v/herc  a  Tricnnlai  Pradice  has  recom- 
mended it;  iox  iho'  He  cou'd  not  but  be  (enfible,  that 
it  was  of  the  hil  Confeqaence  to  His  Affairs,  to  be 
fecure  of  a  Good  Parliament,  yet  sill  the  World  al- 
lows, that  thercvvas  not  Sixpence  iflu'd  out  of  the 
Treafury  ;  and  had  that  been  done  thofe  now  Advo- 
cates for  Bribeiy,  v/ou'd  have  made  terrible  Harran- 
jgues  upon  it. 
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We  are  not  only  to  confider  what  the  Tories  fingly 
ian  do,  but  what  Afliftance  their  Allies  can  afford 
them  ^  the  f  ope,  the  Cardinals^  the  Prelates^  all  their 
Religious  Orders  •,  efpeciaUy  the  Immenlly-rich  Jefmts^ 
as  w^H  as  thofe  Popfh  Princes^  who  are  Zealous  for  Ex- 
tirpating the  Northern  Herefy^  will  do  their  utraoffc 
Cfince  all  their  Hopes  depend  upon  \t)  to  procure  a 
Parliament  in  the  Interefl  ot  the  Pretender.  And 
have  they  not  fufficient  Time  to  provide  againft:  chat 
JunSure  ? 

Whatever  Fadions  there  may  be  in  a  Neighbouring 
Nation,  yet  they  all  agree  in  being  Zealous  for  the 
Tretender  ;  about  that  the  Janfenljb^  and  Jefmts^ 
have  no  Difpute,  but  who  fhall  outvye  each  other 
in  Advancing  it  ^  and  he  is  accounted  the  beft  Ca- 
tholick,  who  contributes  moll  to  it  j  and  the  Politi* 
qnes^  who  may  be  reckoned  a  Third  Party,  and  who 
chiefly  concern  themfelves  v^ith  what  regards  the  CU 
vil  Interefl:  of  their  Country,  concur  with  the  other 
two,  in  doing  all  that's  poffible  for  Ruining  thU  King- 
dom, as  the  beft  way  to  ftrengthen  their  own.  And 
can  it  be  fuppos'd,  that  a  Prince,  who  upon  feveral 
Accounts,  is  bound  to  comply  with  the  Humour  of  the 
People,  wou'd  difobligealmoft  evVy  Man  in  his  King- 
dom, as  well  as  thofe  of  hh  own  Religion  out  of  it^ 
in  lefufing  to  make  ufeof  all  Opportunities  in  Favour 
of  one,  who,  he  may  be  fure,  mufl:  be  his  Creature^ 
tbo'  he  did  not  join  him  in  a  ncai?  Alliance  with 
himfelf.  And  he  who  has  England  and  France  qt  his 
Devotion,  may  command  the  World. 

Suppofingit  true,  That  there  was  no  Fren<:h  Gold 
employed  ia  the  laft  Eleftion,  it  does  not  follow, 
there  will  be  none  in  the  nextj  the  Late  Monarch, 
perhaps,  |hoBght,  that  the  fooner  the  Tories  defpair'd 
of  all  other  Means,  the  fooner  they  wou'd  have  Re* 
courfeto  Arms  •,  and  he  did  not  doubt,  but  when  one 
Pi^rt  of  the  Nation  was  deftroying  the  other,  he 
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fhou'd  be  able  to  mafter  both  ;  or  perhaps,  he  thought, 
thofc  who  bragM  fo  much  of  their  Number  and 
Power^  were  able  to  carry  their  Point  without  Affift- 
ancej  and  then  confidering  how  low  his  Exchequer 
was,  no  wonder  he  was  for  faving  an  unneceflary 
Expence  :  But  fince  many  Millions  are  gainM  by  the 
Cutting  offthe  belt  part  of thofe  prodigious  Expences, 
which  the  Late  King  was  at,  to  fupporc  his  Grandeur, 
and  by  re&ifying  thofe  almoft  incredible  Abufes^  in 
the  Management  of  the  Revenue,  and  no  Methods  are 
fcrupPd,  that  ferve  to  fill  the  Treafury  j  what  Securi- 
ty can  we  have,  that  fome  Part  of  it  may  not  be  em- 
ployed as  cvVy  Papilt  in  the  Kingdom  wifhesit-,  in 
which  if  he  fuceeeds,  he  will  not  only  attone  for  all 
the  fevere  Methods  us'd  in  railing  Money  ^  but  the 
the  Pope^  the  Jefiiifts^  and  whomfoever  eife  he  may 
apprehend  not  to  be  in  his  Intereft,  wouM  then  be  o- 
blig'd  to  court  hirp. 

And  'tis  eafy  to  tell  at  whofe  Expence  it  was,  if 
what  the  Prints  fay  be  true.  That  at  Gotter.hurg  (three 
Days  Sail  from  Scotland)  there  were  twenty  Battalions 
ready  to  be  fliip'd,  with  a  fufficient  Number  of  Tran- 
fports  •,  and  Twelve  Frigats  to  convoy  them,  as  foon 
as  the  Seafon  would  permit.  The  Pretender^  who 
couM  not  be  prevailed  on  to  go  into  ScotUnd-ii^pon  the 
firll  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  that  would 
have  given  Life  to  his  Affairs,  wou'd  never  have  ven- 
tur'd  to^go  at  laft,  when  they  feem'd  to  be  in  a  defpe- 
rate  Condition,  without  a  ProfpeQ:  of  fome  fuch  Afr 
filtance. 

If  a  certain  Prince,  before  his  Affairs  were  any 
ways  fettrd,  and  had  fcarce  Time  to  look  about  him, 
did  upon  preffmg  Inftances  Hop  the  going  out  of  fome 
Arms,  fhall  we  then  conclude,  that  fince  that  Time, 
different  Meafures  have  not  been  taken.  Does  not 
pvery  Fad  demonftrate  it  ? 

And 
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And  perhaps  this  has  not  a  little  contributed  to  a 
good  Vndcvft^ndirig  between  England  and  Spaing  from 
which,  if  the  Pretender  has  no  hopes  of  Affiftancc,  mult 
he  not  depend  oli  one,  whofe  Intereft  is  oppofite  to 
that  of  the  Spa^HJlj  King  ^  and  do  not  the  French  Prote- 
/ar-t^^who  at  firft  flatterM  themfelves  with  the  Hopes 
of  being  ^t  leaft  conni\r  d  at,  now  complain  that  his 
Conduft  is  entirely  changed,  and  the  Jacobites  br^g^ 
that  he  (the'  he  may  temporize  on  certain  Occafions) 
is  entirely  in  their  latereiL 

U  hat  ambitious  Prince,  when  the  Opportunity  is  fo 
inviti«R,  can  refiife  the  Temptation?  And  when,  it 
the  Delign  fhou'd  mifcarry  (iho'  his  Friends  here  will 
aiTure  him  'tis  fcarce  pofhble)  'tis  throwing  away 
no  more  Money  than  what  is  fqaeez'd  from  Bourva- 
Ui<^  or  fome  fuch  other  rich  Manager  of  the  Re- 
venue. 

All  the  AnfA^er  that  is  given  to  this,  is,  That  Fo* 
reigners  will  not  venture  their  Money,  not  knowing 
whom  to  truft. 

Tho'  there  might  be  formerly  fomething  in  this 
ObJTftion,  yet  now  when  ev'ry  ^'an^s  Charader  is 
known,  what  Side  he  is  of,  as  well  as  the  proper  I'^/e- 
thods  to  bribe  the  Electors,  there  can  be  but  littl? 
Dagger  of  mifapplying  their  Money  •  befides  the  P^- 
fifrs  have  fo  many  Agents  of  their  own  Religion,  who 
are  entirely  trufted  by  thew hole  Party,  that  they 
mud  know  how  to  make  a  right  Application  ^  tho'  I 
think  that  Hatred  to  the  Government^  Mallet  to  the 
Whigs^  and  the  Hopes  of  being  returned,  will  make 
the  Tories  lay  out  their  own  Money,  as  well  as  what 
they  receive  from  abroad.  We  fee  by  Marrh  Army, 
of  !  2  or  I  5000  Men,  being  regularly  paid,  and  ha- 
ving Bread'lVaggons^  and  evVy  thing,  &c.  neceflary 
for  a  Camp,  that  they  knew  whom  to  truft  with 
their  Money  •,  and  I  believe  there's  no  Inftance  of 
French  Gold  that  ever  mifcarry'd  for  want  of  beins;- 

rightly 


rightly  apply'^d  ;  and  tbey  hnve  Time  eAough  to  con- 
trive how  to  take  fare  Meafnres. 

Let  us  now  a  little  refleft  upon  the  hlcffcdi  Co^^dlt'iGn 
we  are  in  •  if  we  have  an  ill  Prince,  he  cither  by  br?. 
bing  the  £/(^ffr;r/5  ov  tbercturnwjr  Oijicers^  can  procure 
a  Parliament  for  his  Purpofc,  and  then  our  Liberties 
are  gone  ^  and  where  Elections  are  fo  frequent,  he 
cannot  well  fail  •,  or  if  we  have  never  fo  good  a  King, 
yet  if  the  Enemies  to  our  Religion  and  Government^  will 
bribe  higher  than  any  one  elle  can,  their  Money  will  be 
taken,  and  their  Men  chofen  ;  and  who  can  conteft  ?t 
with  an  Aofolute  Prince^  that  can  command  all  the 
Money  in  his  Country,  when,  and  upon  what  Occafon 
he  pleafes :'  And  therefore  I  may  conclude,  That  all 
who  are  for  the  Government^  will  be  for  an  Alteration 
In  this  Critical  Janfture,  till  we  can  find  a  better  Se- 
curity  for  our  All^  than  this  precarious  Suppofition^ 
That  none  from  the  other  fide  the  JVater^  will  endeavour 
hy  Gold^  to  infmence  our  next  RlcBion. 

But  fnppchng  nothing  of  that  in  the  Cafe,  yet  what 
a  Condition  fliail  we  be  in,  if  when  Things  are  in  the 
litmolt  Diforder  at  Home,  and  thofe  Abroa(^,  whc^ 
fhould  aflift  us,  engaged  in  a  War  with  the  Tnrks^  the 
numerous  Troops  of  a  neighhonring  Nation^  (fome  of 
.  which  may  be  wafted  over  every  Tide)  fhouM  be 
pour'd  in  upon  us  ^  will  \\ox.  the  Jacobites  take  the  Ad- 
Vantage  of  this  ?  And  the  Dtffajff^cled,  when  they  are 
heated  -with  Drink,  as  well  as  Zeal,  rife  in  fo  many 
Places,  as  wou'd  prevent  our  having  a  New  Parlta* 
ment^ 

But  whether  it  be  for  thefe,  or  other  fiichReafons, 
'tis  notorious,  Ihat  alt  that  are  for  the  ?rc.itT]d^i\  arQ 
z^edotu  againft  the  Alteration^  tho'  if  they  thought,  the 
next  ParUa?nent  wouM  be  of  the  fame  ^^rinciples  with 
this,  and  con'd  fee  procured  without  any  haz?3rd  to  the 
Nation,  there  would  be  no  Reafon  why  they,  who  do 
aot  fo  much  abound ,  fliouM  be  for  tinovpi.vg  away  thiir 
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Montyi^  butinfteadof  that,  they  are  already  maklag 
what  Interefl:  they  can  in  fevcral  Corporations.  And 
the  French  Gaz^ene  taking  Notice  of  the  Preparations 
that  are  making  here  againfl;  a  New  EkHion^  feems  to 
have  a  Defign  to  let  the  Pretender''^  Friends  abroad 
fee,  how  aftive  the  Jacobites  are  to  gain  that  point, 
which  can  do  them  the  molt  Service  5  'tis  this  makes 
him  give  them  jiptrancesy.thzthQ  has  not  deferted 
them,  but  that  they  maye.tpedl  him  at  a  proper  Seafon, 

If  the  Enemies  to  the  Government^  who  bed  know  their 
own  Strength,  exped  to  do  thetr  Bufmefs^  by  a  New 
Election  ^  and  if  thofe,  who  can  beft  jndge  of  their  De^ 
figns^  do  apprehend  the  hvdz  Confequence,  tho'  it 
may  not  be  proper  at  prefent  to  let  the  World  into 
what  they  know  •,  tfeis  alone,  one  wouM  think,  ftiouM 
be  fafficient  to  perfwade  People,  not  to  put  Things  to 
fuch  a  hazard. 

The  Matter  I  think  lies  in  a  narrow  Compafs:  On 
one  hand  we  have  a  King  entirely  in  th§  Intereji  of  the 
Nation  ;  a  Minifiry  which  has  constantly  aHed  accord-^ 
ing  to  the  Principles  they  profefs^d  ^  a  Parliament  which 
has  gi^ven  inconteftable  Proofs  of  their  Zeal  to  the  prefeni 
Efiablijhment^  the  only  Secnrlty  to  onr  Religion  and  Liber" 
ties  :  On  the  other  hand,  a  Majority  of  the  Common 
People  averfe  to  this  Eji^^ihit^iment^  and  ready  to  be  influenced 
by  fach  Foreign  Popifh  Powers^  as  watch  all  Opportnnitles 
to  make  nfe  of  their  prejudices  and  paffions  for  its  DeftntUion. 
Nowonewou'd  thiuk  it  ealie  to  determine,  whether 
the  prefent  Eftabli(lment^  runs  lefs  hazard  by  continu- 
ing the  Now  Parliament  beyond  the  ufiial  time,  or  by 
their  having  a  New  Parliament  chofenby  a  Majority  of 
Perfons  thus  Difaft^ed.  And  how  much  the  Altering 
this  Law  is  approVd  of  by  the  />^a^ey^  Men^  appears 
by  the  great  Rlf^  of  Stocks^,  on  the  News  of  bringing 
in  a  Bill  for  this  purpoie-  and  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
but  in  a  little  time,  if  this  Bill  pafles,  'twill  have  the 
fame  Influence  upon  Land. 

If 
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As  this  Alteration  will  prevent  thofeDangers,whi  ch 
all  that  wifh  well  to  their  Cowntry,  can't  tbiak  on 
without  Terror  and  Amafement,  fo  it  will  produce 
feveral  good  EfFefts. 

Without  this,  we  muft  defpair  of  ever  making  the 
Bi^h  Church  Ckr^  to  be  in  the  intereft  Of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  fioce  they,  who  have  fo  entirely  fee  their 
Hearts  on  an  Indefendency^  and  other  Advantages^ 
which  they  promife  themfelves  under  a  Pofijh  Prince, 
will  as  long  as  they  have  any  Profped  of  that,  conti- 
nue to  aft  as  they  now  do  ^  tho'  yQu  make  ever  fo  ma- 
ny Laws  in  their  Favour,  heap  ever  fo  many  Prefer- 
ments on  them,  yet  that  will  ferve  to  no  other  Pur- 
pofc,  than  the  better  to  enable  them  to  bring  about 
their  Endsi  by  getting  fuch  a  Parliament  at  the  next 
Ele^iion,  as  will  do  their  Bufinefs  j  for  which  they 
will  leave  nothing  unattempted  :  But  if  this  Hope  is 
cut  off,  and  they  have  no  Profpeft  of  Advancing  them- 
felves, but  by  being  for  the  Government^  we  have  no 
Reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  will  not  work  on  them, 
except  we  can  think  they  will  only  be  true  to  their  In- 
tereft, when  it  is  contrary  to  that  of  the  Charch 
and  Country. 

It's  a  great  Misfortune  to  a  NatioA  at  any  time, 
but  efpecially  after  a  long  and  expenfiv^  War,  {Curfs 
on  their  TredcheroMs  Peace  that  occafion^d  it)  to  be  lorc'd 
tokec^\x^2L  Number  Qf  TroQps^  to  prevent  falling  by 
ovx  ewninteftineCommotiom^  into  the  Hands  of  a  cruel 
Enemy.  Now  nothing  can  make  it  fafe  to  disband 
them^  but  fuch  an  Jllteration:,  which  cuts  cfFall  Hopes 
from  the  Enemy  Abroad,  and  takes  away  the  Occafi- 
on  not  only  of  Tumults  and  Dijorders  jbut  of  Heats  and 
jSmmofitieszt  Home. 

When  'tis  ask'd,  why  feveral grofs  Ahufes  which  have 
tommewc^d^and  of  hers  which  have  greatly  encrtas'^d  jirtce  this 
AB^  have  not  been  rednfs^d  by  Parliament  j  it  is  general- 
ly anfwcr'd,  That  Matters  of  Form  and  the  fettling 
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EleSions  take  Up  fo  much  of  their  Time  in  the  firfS 
Sefiion,  that  nothing  of  moment  can  then  be  done  5, 
and  that  m  the  laft  Seffionthe  Members  will  hardly 
be  brought  to  take  any  extraordinary  Steps^  tho'  ever 
fo  neceflary  to  the  PMick^  left  it  prejudice  them  in  a 
new  Eledion  ;  and  that  the  Middk  Seflion,  confider- 
ing  how  much  Bufinefs  the  Parliament  is  ufually  incum- 
feer'd  with,  is  not  fufficient  for  that  End.  And  this- 
can't  be  denied  to  be  good  Reafonirig  by  thofe,  who 
were  for  Triennial  Parliaments^  becaufc  they  thought: 
their  Continuance  was  not  enough  to  bring  any  thing 
very  prejudicial  to  the  Pnblick  to  Perfeftion^  efpecially 
if  it  be  confider'd,  what  Rubs  interefted  Perfons  wiH 
throw  in  the  way,  to  prevent  the  P^egulation  of  Abu- 
fes. 

Without  a  Longer  Contptnance^  'tis  rmpoflible  thaS 
the  Parliament  fhoi?d  go^  as  they  have  promised  the 
King,  to  the  Bottom  of  thofe  Mi/chiefs^  which  already 
have  had  fnch  fatal  Co^fequenecs. 

In  a  Word,  There  are  as  man^y  Arguments  for  it,, 
as  there  arc  Abufes,  which  require  a  fpcedy  and  Parli- 
amentary Regulation  •  and  after  fo  much  of  their 
Time  is  already  fpent,  it  wouM  bealmoft  in  vain  to 
begin  with  any  thing  of  this  Nature*,  confidcring  how 
much  Time  muft  betaken  up  in  ntcelTiry  Profecuti- 
ons  •  and  how  fiowly  great  Bodies  unavoidably  aft  •,  and 
the  great  Oppofition  they  muft  meet  with,  from  Per- 
fons concerned  in  Intereft  to  continue  thofe  Abufe.. 
And  to  attempt  a  Remedy  for  any  great  and  grow* 
ing  Evil,  and  not  be  able  goth:row  with  it,  will  be 
worfe  than  not  to  begin  it.  No  able  Phyfician  will 
fet  the  Humours  afiost,  if  he  has  not  time  to  carry 
them  cff";  efpecially  if  he  was  in  danger  of  being 
turn'd  off  by  his  Patient  for  fo  doing. 

Had  not  King //f;7ry  VIII.  kept  the  fan^e  Parliament 
s  long  Time  together,  he  wou'd  not  have  been  able  to 
have  thrown  off  t he  Po/?r's  Supremacy,  nor  diflblvM  the 
Superftitious  Houfes,  5cc.  If 
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IfthtParlia^ef^i^  the  Beginning  of  QiieenE/k^&er/i^'s 
Reign  had  been  of  Courfe  to  have  been  diflblv'd  at  the 
End  of  three  Years  ;  and  Gentlemen,  inftead  of  being 
courted  by  Wages,  had  been  then  as  ambitious  to  get 
into  PjirlUmcnt^  they  wou'd  never  haveventur'd  upon 
a  Reformation,  when  almofl  all  the  Clergy  and  moft 
part  of  the  People  were  in  the  Popifh  Intereft  ;  but 
the  Queen's  Firmnefs  f who,tho*  She  chang'd  lier  Favou- 
rites, was  fteady  to  Her  Minilters)  enahrd  Her  with 
the  AfTiftance  ot  )i\tx  Fnrliament^  with  Eife  to  eftab- 
!i(h  that  Reformation.  And,  indeed,  wherever  our 
Princes  have  been  fteady,  they  have  always  carry'd 
their  Point,  notwithftandi^^g  all  the  Oppolition  they 
at  firft  did  meet  with. 

The  IVhigs  own^  That  the  Diffjlving  t\[t  Convemk'ft 
Parliament  was  a  fatal  Step,  and  that  if  they  had  fat, 
and  punifll'd  thofe  wicked  hfinimehts  of  the  former  Reigns^ 
as  they  excepted  them  o^t  of  the  Bill  of  InJempnity^ 
rooft  of  the  Mifchiefs  we  now  labour  under  had  been 
prevented  ^  and  had  they  continued,  the  Mone^  for 
carrying  on  the  War  had  been  all  raisM  within  the 
Year  j  which  was  no  more  to  be  expefted  from  thofe 
Triennial  Parliaments^  who  wer€  obligM  to  make  fuch 
frecjuent  Court  to  the  P€ople.^than  it  is  now,  that  any  of 
""em  Ihou'd  raife  a  Tax^  for  the  payment  of  fome  of  the 
Fnnds,  in  order  to  pay  off  by  Degrees  the  reft  •  and 
no  one  can  doubt,but  there  are  as  ftrongReafonsiov  con- 
tinuing the  frtfent  Parliament^  as  there  was  for  not 
diflblving  the  Convention^ 

This  will  have  as  good  EfFeftson  our  Affairs  ^^r(?^^: 
Foreigners^  who  fee  that  we  have  fcarce7^n?o  Parlia- 
mnts  together  of  the  fame  Mind  •,  and  that  every  thing 
is  raanagM  according  to  the  Humour  of  the  prevailing 
Party^  are  apt  to  think  t\\2X  not  only  our  Parliaments^ 
but  our  Government  is  Triennial  ^  and  our  old  Allies 
cannot  forget  how  the  Late  Minifiry,  back' A  by  a  Tory 
farliamcnt^  defcrted  them  in  the  very  Time  of  A^ion^ 

E  2  whe^i 
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when  they  had  drawn  their  Forces  too  near  the  Enemy 
to  make  a  Retreat ;  and  afterwards,  did  all  in  their 
Fowertodifvide,  diflraft  and  weaken  thcra  ;  that  they 
might  all,  one  after  another,  fall  a  Sacrifice  to  France. 

Had  any  of  our  Allies  aded  as  we  have  done,  we 
fhou'd  have  told  them,  TW  it  was  highly  nnreafortalfleto 
€xfeEl^  that  rve  fhond  cowe  into  liriU:  and  clofe  jilliances 
rvith  fo  changeable  a  People^  till  we  had  Security  that  we 
(lionld  not  he  dtftrted^  as  foon  as  Meafftres  were  taken  for 
the  Support  of  the  Common  Caufe  •  And  we  fliould  fay. 
We  ha4  more  than  ordinary  Re af on  for  this  Caution^  if  the 
Party  wh(^  betrayed  us  before^  had  a  fair  profpeB  of  pre^ 
mailing  again. 

It  would  be  no  wonder^  If  he  who  was  our  principal 
^lly^  tho'  he  may  wifh  well  to  the  Common  Caufe; 
(hou'd  be  fo  jealous  of  his  Honour,  as  not  to  enter 
into  any  partic filar  Engagements-^  or  that  others  who 
have  cnterM  into  new  AlliAnces  with  us,  have  not  done 
it  on  fuch  ftria  Terms  as  couM  be  wifh'd,  for  the  fake 
of  the  Common  Cattfe ;  which  requires,  that  all  Dijirnfts^ 
and  Jealoufics  fhotPd  he  entirely  removed. 

We  are  now  in  Alliance  with  France  and  Spain^  and 
in  a  fair  way  of  regaining  that  Trade  we  loft  by  the 
Treachery  of  the  la:e  Miniflry^  now  certainly,  the  moft 
cffeftual  Way  to  fecure  to  us  that  Trade^  and  keep 
thole  Princes  true  to  their  Engagements^  is  to  cut  off  all 
IrofpeA  of  fuch  a  Parliament^  as  the  Two  Laft  were  -, 
2ind  the  fooner  this  is  done,  the  greater  will  our  Re- 
putation be  abroad,  and  the  Common  intereft  ftreng- 
thend, 

Tho'  no  People  were  more  Jealous 

Cicer.  Or^t.  of  thcif  Liberties  than  the  Fomans^  yet 
fro  L  Murdna,  in  Catalwe\  Confpiracy^  they  did  not  at 
the  ufual  Time  eleft  their  Confi4ls ;  and 
which  is  more,  when  they  were  in  Danger,  or  had 
any  great  and  growing  Mifchief  to  redrefs,  they  in- 
yefted  a  DiiUtor  with  JbfolHte  foirer,  which  frequently 

pre- 
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prcfervM  that  Popular  Governmznt  from  b  cing  ovcr^ 
turn'd.  And  a  Nation  that  in  extraordinary  Cafes^  docs 
not  apply  extraoydinary  Remedies^  is  in  a  fair  way  of 
being  ruin'd.    What  then  muft  we  expeft,  if  in  fo  ex^ 
traordinary  a  Cafe  as  ours^  we  (hou'd  refufe  altering  the 
ufual  Method^  if  that  can  be  call'd  ufaal^  which  was 
never  in  Being  'till  Twenty  Tears  fince. 

If  thefe  Reafdns  will  not  convince  fome^who  arcre-« 
ally  in  the  Interefi  of  the  Government^  and  only  oppofe 
an  Alteration^  becaufechey  think  it  may  be  fome  Pre- 
judice hereafter  to  OWM  Liberties '^  yet  fare  they  will 
never  joyn  with  Mtnoi  Arbitrary  Principles,  that  are 
in  the  Interelt  of  Popery  and  the  Pretender  ^  nor  can 
they,  if  tbis  Matter  comes  to  be  debated  in  its  proper 
Place,  oppofe  it  j  fince  they  own,  that  nothing  wou'd 
be  of  more  fatal  Confequence,  with  relation  to  our 
Affairs,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  than  failing  in  the 
Attempt ;  and,  therefore,  all  they  cou'd  do,  confiftenc 
with  themfelves,  is  to  havecndeavoard  to  perfwade 
People  from  bringing  it  publickly  on  the  Stage-  for 
when  it  once  comes  there,  according  to  their  own  Prin^ 
ciples^  it  ought  to  pafs. 

Were  you  not  already  fatisfy'd,  yet  this  long  Let- 
ter writ  to  comply  with  your  Requeft,  muft  convince 
you,  how  much,  I^  who,  you  know,  hate  all  Pains, 
am, 

SIR, 

ToMrSj  &C. 


FINIS. 
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